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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
  
  

                     All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  

Exam iners m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way 

as they m ark the last . 

            Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  

be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for om issions.  

                     Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay 

lie.  

                     There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark 

schem e should be used appropriately.  

            All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full m arks if deserved, 

i.e. if the answer m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should 

also be prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response 

is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e.  

             Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will 

provide the pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and 

exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited.  

                     When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of 

the m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  

be consulted.  

                     Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it  with an alternat ive response.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Gen er ic Lev el  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilar ity, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the histor ical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 - 6   Sim ple or generalised statem ents are made about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

 Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

 Judgement  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2   Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

 Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has implicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

 A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criter ia for judgement  are left  implicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8   Understanding and some analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining some key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

 Knowledge is included to demonst rate some understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  material lacks 

range or depth 

 At tem pts are m ade to establish cr iter ia for judgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall j udgement  to them, 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5   Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

 Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to demonst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

meet  most  of its demands. 

 Valid cr iter ia by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions may only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall judgement  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the policies of Labour 

and Conservat ive governm ents in the years 1964-74 were sim ilar.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 The underlying principles of maintaining a comprehensive and universal 

welfare state were adhered to by both part ies in their policies 

 Both part ies accepted the ‘m ixed economy’, e.g. not  all-out  socialism  from 

Labour, and the Conservat ives left  nat ionalised indust r ies alone and 

nat ionalised Rolls Royce 

 Both part ies were commit ted to the expansion of educat ion 

 Both part ies had sim ilar at t itudes on how to tackle the cr isis and issues in 

Northern I reland 

 Both part ies sought  to maintain peace in indust r ial relat ions by cont rolling 

the act ions of Trade Unions, e.g. ‘I n Place of St r ife’, 1971 I ndust r ial 

Relat ions Act . 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 Labour had dist inct ive liberalising policies that  became legislat ion, e.g. 

Abort ion Act , Sexual Offences Act  

 The part ies took a different  approach towards cr im e and punishm ent  

 Labour put  a dist inct ive emphasis on comprehensive educat ion 

 Labour put  greater em phasis on policies that  would modernise the Brit ish 

econom y, e.g. science and technology. 

 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether dealing with Britain’s 

membership of the European Econom ic Com m unity (EEC)  was the m ain issue 

facing Labour governments in the years 1974-79. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 Britain’s membership of the EEC had divided the party, and now as the 

government  they were faced with an issue that  st ill div ided the party 

 Despite being against  Britain’s membership in 1972, Wilson decided that  a 

referendum was needed on the issue  

 Key Labour MPs, e.g. Foot  and Benn campaigned against  the ‘yes’ vote to 

remain in the EEC, it  remained a simmering issue within the party  

 The ‘yes’ result  in the referendum (17 m illion votes to 8 m illion votes)  

seem ed to confirm  that  Wilson had set t led the issue  within the count ry 

and party, but  it  did not  go away and resurfaced after electoral defeat  in 

1979.  

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 The issue of EEC membership was ignored by the Callaghan government  

 Labour was init ially faced with an elect ion victory that  m eant  they were a 

m inority government  

 Labour inherited indust r ial relat ions that  were at  breaking point , and had 

to re-establish relat ions with the t rade unions 

 By 1976 developing econom ic problems m eant  Labour ult im ately had to 

go ‘cap in hand’ to the I MF for an emergency £3 billion loan, and make 

public spending cuts 

 The ‘winter of discontent ’ proved problem at ic for the Labour government  

to handle, and suggested that  the governm ent  had no grip on the 

economy or the t rade unions. 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether the impact  of the 

conflict  in the Falklands (1982)  was the m ain reason why the Conservat ive Party 

won the elect ion in 1983. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 Victory in the conflict  in the Falklands t ransformed the polit ical landscape 

e.g. with 3 m illion unemployed Thatcher was the most  unpopular PM in 

recent  t im es, but  victory changed that  and led to elect ion victory 

 As a result  of the conflict  Thatcher’s leadership was vindicated e.g. 

decisive decision making and a relat ively painless victory st ruck a chord 

with the electorate 

 The Falklands victory galvanised grass- roots Conservat ive act ivists who 

now had som ething posit ive to cam paign about  on the door step 

 The victory was heralded as making Britain ‘great ’ again, and the media 

lavished approval e.g. The Sun,  and this generated a pat r iot ic response 

that  was then seen at  the ballot  box. 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 Between 1979 and 1983 the Labour Party came close to polit ical obliv ion 

e.g. internal divisions between left  and r ight  suggested that  they had 

becom e unelectable 

 The economy was undergoing revival by 1983 and this was reflected in 

voters confidence in the Conservat ives 

 Some t radit ional Labour supporters becam e ‘Thatcher Conservat ives’ or 

Liberal voters, and this had an impact  on the elect ion result  

 The Social and Democrat ic Party (SDP) , made up from break-away former 

Labour MPs, had a damaging effect  on Labour’s vote in the elect ion 

 Conservat ive policies regarding t rade unions and local government  had 

weakened the Labour Party’s power base and this was reflected in vot ing 

pat terns. 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether in the years 1964-90, 

Brit ish society was changed for the bet ter by perm issive legislat ion 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 Perm issiveness saw a shift  in moral at t itudes amongst  lawmakers from  

‘m oralism ’ to ‘causalism ’, e.g. a given act ivity was not  judged against  a 

fixed set  of Christ ian ethics 

 The decrim inalising of homosexualit y showed that  cr im inal law should be 

used to serve the public good rather than impose a part icular pat tern of 

moral behaviour on individuals, and led to greater acceptance 

 Perm issive legislat ion had a posit ive effect  on women e.g. legalised 

abort ion and ended the danger of ‘backst reet  abort ion’ 

 Perm issiveness in censorship liberalised theat re, film  and literature. 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 Many believed that  perm issive legislat ion accounted for r ising rates of 

sexually t ransm it ted disease and drug abuse and addict ion, which was 

cont r ibut ing to on-going social breakdown 

 A nat ional cam paign led by the Catholic Church opposed the legalisat ion of 

abort ion arguing that  abort ion on ‘social’ grounds would open the door to 

mass abort ion and underm ine the sanct ity of life, and society 

 Mary Whitehouse becam e an avid cam paigner against  ‘perm issiveness’, 

arguing for ‘moral revival’ 

 The Nat ional Viewers and Listeners’ Associat ion was form ed, protest ing 

that  growing sexual explicitness on TV was impact ing on society and 

having a negat ive effect . 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 


